7-8


Space Filling Models of Methane





Description:  The space filling model is compared to the ball and stick model.





Concept:  The atoms of different elements have particular sizes.  Space filling molecular models show the relative atomic sizes of the atoms of the molecule. 





Materials:


Space filling model of methane


 Ball and stick model of methane





Procedure:


	Compare the two models.  Point out that in the space-filling model the atomic sizes of the atoms determine how close the atoms in the model can be.  Whereas in the ball and stick model the atomic sizes of the atoms are not necessarily represented by the distance between atoms.
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Notes:


This demonstration was developed for Prof. Ewing's C100 course.
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