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The Alkanes

Description:  Several samples of alkanes are displayed.

Concept:  The physical properties of the alkanes is related to their molecular structure.
Materials:

· CH4 (natural gas) - methane

· C3H8  (propane burner) - propane

· C4H10  (fuel in a cigarette lighter) - butane

· C8H18  (gasoline) - octane

· C15-C17 (mineral oil)

· C22-C30  (paraffin wax)

· Cn  (polyethylene - milk carton)

Procedure:  Samples of alkanes are passed around.  Characteristics can be discussed.

Notes:  Developed for Ewing's C100

12-1


